The Battle Begins
(Pastor Ben)

How do you make sense of all the
violence in the Story of the Bible?

1st Sunday After Easter – April 11, 2021
9:00am Order of Worship
The Battle Begins
Prelude / Welcome
525 Crown Him with Many Crowns

Invocation & Confession
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
C Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even
though we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us steadfast
confidence in Your loving-kindness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Joshua 1:1-9
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses
my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am
about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised
Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the
Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of
your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and
courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them.
7

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it
to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on
your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will
be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”

Second Lesson
Romans 8:31-39
31

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did
not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all
things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then
is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the
right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:
“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
(Please Stand)

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel, according to St John the 20th chapter.

John 20:19-31
19

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear
of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he
showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if
you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put
my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
26

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”

29

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed.”
30

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
(Please Sit)

575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

Message The Battle Begins
Video
Offering
Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio, 2) by arranging an
automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our website), or 3)
via Paypal. You can find a link on the Worship Live page of our website.
(Please Stand)

Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Heavenly Father, by the resurrection of Your Son You adopt all who believe in Him. Receive us as Your
newborn children and nourish our faith by the pure spiritual milk of Your Word, that we may dwell in Your
presence forever. You have declared peace between God and man in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. United in
the common life and love of our Savior, grant that we would share that life and love with those in need. Lord, in
Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Father of all, You opened the way to life for all people through the cross of Jesus. Give each of us the
courage of Joshua to go where You call, to fight the good fight of faith, to the end that all people might
experience the joys of life in You as one family forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, Your peace flows from the risen and glorified wounds of Christ through Your Church
and into the lives of all Your faithful people. Bless and direct Christian parents, that Your forgiveness would be
freely shared in their homes and that each family would live together in Your peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Almighty God, You appoint rulers and officials for the sake of order and peace. Bless those You have
placed in authority over us in federal, state and local governments. Give to them the desire to serve with
integrity and honor and to work for the benefit of all. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord God, we praise Your Son’s resurrection from the dead and draw strength from His ascension
before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. We join our hearts, lifting to You all who are
in any need of body, mind, or Spirit this day. Graciously receive our prayers of intercession and hear them for
His sake; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Announcements
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
783 Take My Life and Let It Be

sts. 1–3, 5–6

