December 13, 2020
9:00am Worship

Great Joy
(Pastor Ben)

How can naming our pain help us
receive Jesus this Christmas?

3rd Sunday in Advent – December 13, 2020
9:00am Order of Worship
It’s All Good: Great Joy
Prelude / Welcome
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

sts. 1, ref, 4

Invocation & Confession
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Kyrie

LSB 152

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 154

(Please Stand)

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
C Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
8 1 all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the
Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel.
2

So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made
up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he
faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand.
And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.
5

Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it,
the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and
responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
8

They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people
understood what was being read.
9

Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the
people said to them all, “This day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had
been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.
10

Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have
nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”
Second Lesson
Titus 3:3-7
3

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures.
We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our
Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved
us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously

through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the
hope of eternal life.
(Please Stand)

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel, according to St Luke in the 2nd chapter.

Luke 2:8-14
8

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be
a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

14

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
(Please Sit)

331 The Advent of Our King sts. 1–3, 6

Message It’s All Good: Great Joy
Offering
Video: 2021 Pledge Campaign
Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio, 2) by arranging an
automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our website), or 3)
via Paypal. You can find a link on the Worship page in the Discover section of our website.
(Please Stand)

Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us Your salvation! Keep Your saints from every folly that
would turn us from Your words of peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Dear Father, be the source of strength and comfort in every home. Bless the children of our families,
that every darkness would be lightened by the One who is the Light of the World. Sanctify them completely,
that their whole spirit, soul and body may be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lord, in
Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Give wisdom and success to our nation and its leaders who are in authority over us and to those newly
elected. Preserve our land and its citizens in peace and harmony, and protect all who serve in harm’s way. Lord,
in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Receive our thanks in every circumstance for Your kindness in Christ Jesus and the certain hope of the
resurrection to eternal life with Him. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Announcements
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

349 Hark the Glad Sound

