December 20, 2020
9:00am Worship

Be the News
(Pastor Joel)

Has anyone ever called you good news?

4th Sunday in Advent – December 20, 2020
9:00am Order of Worship
It’s All Good: Be the News
Prelude / Welcome
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

sts. 1, ref, 5

Invocation & Confession
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Kyrie LSB 168

This Is the Feast

LSB 171

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the
sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
(Please Sit)

First Lesson
2 Samuel 7:1-11
7 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2 he
said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”
3

Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.”

4

But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:

5

“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell
in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been
moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I
ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a
house of cedar?”’
8

“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture, from
tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have
gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of
the greatest men on earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can

have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they
did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also
give you rest from all your enemies.
“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you:
Second Lesson
Philippians 2:1-11
2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being likeminded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to
the interests of the others.
5

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
6

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7
rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
8
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
9

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
(Please Stand)

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel, according to St Luke the 1st chapter.

Luke 1:26-38
26

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
29

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a
son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his
kingdom will never end.”
34

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

35

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a
child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from
God will ever fail.”
38

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C We believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and we look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
(Please Sit)

935 Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord

Message It’s All Good: Be the News
Video
Offering
Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio, 2) by arranging an
automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our website), or 3)
via Paypal. You can find a link on the Worship page in the Discover section of our website.
(Please Stand)

Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Brief silence
Pastor: O Most High, You have favored us in the incarnation of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, Son of Mary.
In everything, let it be to us according to Your Word. Give us faith to believe that nothing is impossible with
You, and so to pray boldly in childlike confidence. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: O Most High, You have revealed in Christ Jesus the mystery kept secret for long ages, now made
known through the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures, that all nations are part of your family by faith. Bless the
proclamation of Your Gospel to all people. Bless our Synod and all churches. Strengthen Your Holy Church in
every place. That they may be a faithful witness to the mystery of your grace. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: O Most High, hear our prayers on behalf of our nation, its elected officials, legislators and judges, and
those newly elected to serve. Preserve their lives and guide their actions for the good of our people. Give
nations a way to choose peace, and preserve us from division, war and bloodshed. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: O Most High, Be with all who are in need. Look with compassion on the lonely, the depressed and the
despairing. Grant healing to the sick, and give peace to the anxious and dying. Especially comfort all who
mourn the loss of a loved one with the certain hope of the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: O Most High, grant that all who receive Your Son’s holy body and precious blood may do so in
repentance and faith and in the unity of a true confession. Work in us this Christmas a love and desire for Your
blessed Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: O Most High, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Key of David and
the scepter of the house of Israel. By His death, He has opened the kingdom of heaven and closed the gates of
hell for all who trust in Him. By His resurrection, He has rescued the prisoners who sat in darkness and in the
shadow of death. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His coming in the flesh, we may always confess
Him and remain watchful for His coming in glory at the Last Day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
All: Amen.

The Communion Liturgy ~ Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Proper Preface
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully

to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather
us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
C
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Distribution
Post-Communion Canticle
Thank the Lord

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
A We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Announcements
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

sts. 1–2, 5

