
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The End is Near 
(Pastor Ben) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

If you knew that this would be your last summer,  

how would you spend it? 
 

 

May 21, 2023 

9am Worship 



The Ascension of Our Lord – May 21, 2023 
9:00am Order of Worship  

Ancient Letter to a Modern Church:  The End is Near  
 

 

Prelude / Welcome 

 

493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Invocation & Confession 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace 
 
Children Invited to the Great Room for a Video (age 3-grade 4) 
 

Kyrie LSB 168 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 171 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
C O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave 

us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised 

from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen.  
 

(Please Sit) 



 
First Lesson 

Acts 1:1-11 

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 
2 

until the day he was 

taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 
3 

After his 

suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to 

them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 
4 

On one occasion, while he was eating 

with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 

which you have heard me speak about. 
5 

For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.” 
6 

Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” 
7 

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
8 

But you 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
10 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood 

beside them. 
11 

“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who 

has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

 

Second Lesson 

1 Peter 4:7-11 
7 

The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. 
8 

Above all, love each 

other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
9 

Offer hospitality to one another without 

grumbling. 
10 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms. 
11 

If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of 

God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 

praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 (Please Stand) 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173 

 

 
 
 

 

Holy Gospel 
P The Holy Gospel, according to St Luke the 24

th
 chapter.  

 

 



 
 

Luke 24:44-53 
44 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 

written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
45 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 
46 

He told them, “This is what is written: 

The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47 

and repentance for the forgiveness of sins 

will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 

You are witnesses of these things. 
49 

I am 

going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power 

from on high.” 
50 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 
51 

While he was 

blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 
52 

Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy. 
53 

And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C We believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

     the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 



     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

     glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and we look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

(Please Sit) 
 

701 Draw Us to Thee 

 

 

 
 
 

Message Ancient Letter to a Modern Church:  The End is Near 

 
Offering 

 

Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer.  As a reminder, you may submit your 

offerings 1) in the collection plate,  2) via the Church Center App,  3)by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland 

Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio,  4) via Church Center - you can find a link on the Worship Live page of our 

website,  or 5) by arranging an automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve 

section of our website).   

 

(Please Stand) 

Announcements 

 



Rite of Membership 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Lord God, Ruler of all, protect and defend Your Church from every attack of the devil who prowls and seeks to 

devour. Where he tempts, strengthen Your people to resist his seductions and terrors; where he gains a foothold 

with false teaching or ungodly living, call to repentance and holiness; and where he incites enemies against 

Your Word and Church, preserve Your saints in the faith, that they may rejoice to share in the sufferings of 

Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Lord, bless the work of our missionaries. Bring forth Your harvest from the seeds they sow. Support 

those who endure trials for Your name. As they shine the light of the Gospel into hostile darkness, guard them 

with the sign of Your cross. Let them rejoice that in tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril 

or sword, they share in Your very sufferings. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Lord, You hold the might of man in Your hand and uphold all things by Your mighty power. Bless our 

nation and all the peoples of the world. Where war and violence threaten, bring peace and justice. Where 

oppression reigns, bring liberty. Watch over those who defend us, especially the men and women of our armed 

forces and those who protect within our communities. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Lord, You have saved us by Your grace. We pray for the sick, the distressed, those whose hearts are 

heavy, those whose lives are burdened, those who mourn and all who are in any need [especially those we name 

in our hearts]. Grant them healing according to Your will, strength and mercy according to their needs, and the 

peace that passes understanding. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Lord, Your Son is both host and meal in the Sacrament of the Altar. Give us faith to recognize His body 

and blood and to receive with grateful faith this blessed food in Holy Communion. Guide us to live faithfully 

here on earth until we live forever with You. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, as the first Christians devoted themselves to prayer and worship following Christ’s 

glorious ascension, preserve us in the same until we are raised with all the saints to Your heavenly kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  

All:  Amen. 

The Communion Liturgy ~ Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 

are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins 

of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 

restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, 

and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 

and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 

to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather 

us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 

the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 



 Thy will be done on earth 

  as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Distribution 

 

 

 

 



627 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 

 

 

 
 

 
 
5 Firmly hold with faith unshaken 

That this food is to be taken 
By the sick who are distressed, 
By hearts that long for peace and rest. 

 

6 Agony and bitter labor 
Were the cost of God’s high favor; 
Do not come if you suppose 
You need not Him who died and rose. 

 

7 Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, 
And receive My grace and favor: 
Those who feel no pain or ill 
Need no physician’s help or skill. 

 
 
Post-Communion Canticle 
Thank the Lord  
 

 

 

8 “For what purpose was My dying 
If not for your justifying? 
And what use this precious food 
If you yourself were pure and good?” 

 

9 If your heart this truth professes 
And your mouth your sin confesses, 
You will be your Savior’s guest, 
Be at His banquet truly blest. 

 

10 Let this food your faith so nourish 
That its fruit of love may flourish 
And your neighbor learn from you 
How much God’s wondrous love can do. 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray.  
A We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 

     and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

 

492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

 

 

 



 

 


