October 25, 2020
9:00am Worship

A Terrible Choice
(Pastor Joel)

What if you had to choose between the
truth and saving your life?

21st Sunday After Pentecost – October 25, 2020
9:00am Order of Worship
A Terrible Choice
Prelude / Welcome
657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

sts. 1–4

Invocation & Confession
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Kyrie

LSB 152

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 154

(Please Stand)

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
C O God, You have commanded us to love You above all things and our
neighbors as ourselves. Grant us the Spirit to think and do what is pleasing in
Your sight, that our faith in You may never waver and our love for one
another may not falter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
(Please Sit)

First Lesson
Revelation 14:6-7
6

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the
earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him
glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and
the springs of water.”
Second Lesson
Romans 3:19-28
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be
silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s
sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.
21

But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the
Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate

his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did
it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have
faith in Jesus.
27

Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires works? No, because of
the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.
(Please Stand)

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel, according to St Matthew in the 23rd chapter.

Matthew 23:1-4, 23-26
23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’
seat. 3 So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not
practice what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but
they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.
23

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill
and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You
should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but
swallow a camel.
25

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and
dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and
dish, and then the outside also will be clean.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
(Please Sit)

907 God Himself Is Present

Message A Terrible Choice
Offering
Thank you for your faithful support of ministry at Royal Redeemer. As a reminder, you may submit your
offerings 1) by mail to the church, 7127 Dutchland Pkwy., Liberty Township, Ohio, 2) by arranging an
automatic deposit through your bank account (see the Give page under the Serve section of our website), or 3)
via Paypal. You can find a link on the Worship page in the Discover section of our website.
(Please Stand)

Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Having confidence in our justification by grace through faith and having access to the Father in Jesus’
name, let us turn our hearts in prayer on behalf of ourselves, the Church and all people according to their needs.
Brief silence
Pastor: O almighty God, You have shown Your faithfulness by raising up those in every generation who call
Your Church to repentance and renewal. As we celebrate the Reformation that You accomplished through
Martin Luther over 500 years ago, continue to raise up voices in our own day who herald the truth of Your
Word and proclaim the faith in purity and truth against all enemies. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Everlasting Father, You do not desire the death of the sinner but want all to come to faith and life in
Christ. Raise up faithful pastors who will preach Your Word without fail and teach the doctrine delivered to the
saints, that many may hear and believe. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Merciful Lord, Your Word has been the light and salvation throughout the ages. Help us to bring Your
grace to those in darkness, and grant them freedom through the forgiveness of their sins. Bless the missionaries
serving far and near and the new congregations they establish in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: God of power and might, You have established governments and the order of law for the protection of
all people and to preserve the freedom to worship You in spirit and in truth. Grant to our president, our
governor, the Congress of these United States, and the legislature of our state wisdom, humility and integrity,
that all may enjoy true justice and the protection of life from its conception to its natural end. Lord, in Your
mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Holy and gracious God, Your power is revealed chiefly in showing mercy to those in need. Give to the
sick healing, to the troubled peace, to the grieving comfort, to the dying peace, and to those in tribulation and
trial patience. Especially those we now name silently in our hearts…. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Heavenly Father, You have given great gifts to Your people and provided resources to provide for their
own needs and for the poor. Bless the agencies and programs of Your Church by which Your people give aid
and support to those in need. Help us to provide gainful employment to all people, that they may enjoy the fruits
of their labors and honor You with the works of their hands. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: O faithful Lord, throughout the ages You spoke hope through the prophets until that day when You
delivered up Your own Son to be our Savior and Redeemer. Bless those who are just learning the Gospel, and

bless us with the desire to know and keep Your Word. Encourage Your people to avail themselves of the grace
of confession and absolution so that they may forgive one another and live in the unity of the Spirit through the
bond of peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Almighty God and Father, we pray You to grant us all good things that will benefit us in body and soul
and to prevent anything harmful to us or to our salvation. Teach us to live in contentment with Your will and
purpose and in the freedom You alone supply to serve You with all our heart, mind, body and soul; all these
things we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
All: Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Announcements
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word

